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Hundreds of Burmese towns have municipal bazaars, with
concrete platforms and often with corrugated iron roofs, each
trader ordinarily being allotted a space about ten feet square.
Stalls are usually disposed of by auction either at a monthly
rental, or by the payment of a premium to hold the stall at a
small fixed fee. In the markets of larger cities, like Rangoon,
Indian stall owners commonly paid fancy good-will prices,
termed "salami" for the use of stall sites. This enabled them to
occupy the site indefinitely at the fixed rent. Towns also had,
in the prewar period, branches of Rowe and Company, a large
European department store, and considerable prestige* value was
attached to goods purchased from Howe's at prices above the
bazaar level.
VILLAGE SHOPS
Every remote jungle village of any size has its shop. Some-
times the proprietor is a Burman, but often ho is Chinese with
a Burmese wife. In recent years, quite naturally, "Tayok Ka-
byas" or SinoBurmans have come to play an important part in
such trade. Indian Moslems from the Malabar Coast, called
"kakas," were found in villages throughout the country. II, C.
Baker* describes a system of village credit which lias grown up
around these shops. Foodstuffs and common household neces-
sities are sold, ordinarily on credit. Debts are paid, usually in
rice, at harvest time. Baker reported that few cultivators in
Insein District were free from xekyzw or baxaar debts. Labor-
ers were usually in debt also, although they required the guar-
antee of their employers before they could borrow. Under this
system six baskets of paddy must he paid at harvest time for
one basket of rice purchased at the shop. More common is the
practice of converting1 J^vtvc into ,?<;/><//><* loans. Under the
latter system, a debt of, say, Ks. 30 is repaid nf liar vent by 100
baskets of paddy. Perhaps the loan was current for only four
to six months, and the packlv may haw been worth Rs.80 at
harvest time. Thus the actual rate of interest was several
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